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6Rang (Iranian Lesbian and Transgender Network), was founded in 2010 following the first 
Iranian lesbian and transgender gathering. Its network and contacts span across Iran, and is a 
member of the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA). The 
organisation's mission is to promote awareness of LGBT+ human rights and combat homophobia, 
transphobia, and violence, with a particular focus on lesbian and transgender individuals. To 
achieve this mission, 6Rang employs key strategies, including strengthening member capacity to 
challenge discrimination, offering online counselling for LGBT+ individuals, especially lesbian 
and transgender Iranians, and conducting international advocacy and media work centered 
around research and documentation to raise awareness about sexual orientation, gender identity, 
and diversity within Iran. 
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In response to the Call for Input issued by the UN Independent Expert on sexual orientation 

and gender identity, and to build on the findings of previous studies conducted by the 

organization, 6Rang carried out a survey to provide a tailored response. The survey gathered 

testimonies from 25 LGBTIQ+ individuals who fled Iran due to systematic persecution. For 

security purposes, the identity of individuals surveyed have been concealed in this research. 

96% of the respondents (8/25) belonged to ethnic minority backgrounds, while 1 out of 25 (4%) 

belonged to minority religious groups. Their accounts illustrate how state repression, societal 

discrimination, and legal barriers collectively render life in Iran untenable for many LGBTIQ+ 

individuals and forced them to leave the country. The survey asked respondents to describe the 

primary reasons for their displacement, their experiences in transit countries, challenges faced 

in host countries, and their ability (or inability) to return to Iran. The respondents were also 

asked to mention anything else they believe the Independent Expert should know.  

The survey results, from which all quotes in this submission are drawn, reaffirm the findings 

of previous studies conducted by 6Rang in recent years. They confirm that the criminalisation 

of same-sex conduct and non-conforming gender expressions, along with pervasive official 

hate speech, creates an atmosphere of fear and intimidation. This environment has left many 

LGBTIQ+ individuals with no choice but to flee the country, especially when facing domestic, 

societal, or state-sponsored violence. The findings also underscore the urgent need for stronger 

legal protections, targeted asylum pathways, and enhanced global advocacy to ensure the safety 

of LGBTIQ+ individuals escaping persecution in Iran. 

 

Legal Framework and State Policies 

As portrayed comprehensively in 6Rang’s report, ‘Diagnosing Identities, Wounding Bodies: 

Medical Abuses and Other Human Rights Violations Against Lesbian, Gay and Transgender 

People in Iran’, and its submission to the Universal Periodic Review on Iran, Iran’s Islamic 

Penal Code (IPC) criminalises same-sex relations and gender non-conforming expressions with 

severe punishments, including flogging and, in some cases, the death penalty. Article 234 

mandates execution for sodomy (livat), while Articles 236 and 237 impose up to 100 lashes for 

other forms of same-sex intimacy. Same-sex relations between women (musahaqa) are 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/calls-for-input/2025/call-input-protection-against-violence-and-discrimination-based-sexual
https://6rang.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Diagnosing-Identities-Paralyzing-Bodies.pdf
https://6rang.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Diagnosing-Identities-Paralyzing-Bodies.pdf
https://6rang.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Diagnosing-Identities-Paralyzing-Bodies.pdf
https://6rang.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/6Rang-Submission-UPR-Iran-48th-Session-15072024.pdf
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punishable by 100 lashes under Article 239. If convicted a fourth time, the individual faces the 

death penalty. Article 638 criminalizes cross-dressing with up to 74 lashes that puts gender 

non-conforming individuals at the risk of prosecution.  

6Rang research, published in the report, “It’s a great honour to violate homosexuals’ rights”: 

Official hate speech against LGBT people in Iran’, and its submission to the Independent 

International Fact-Finding Mission on the Islamic Republic of Iran, confirms the prevalence of 

hate speech towards Iranian officials, including the Supreme Leader and the President, as well 

as by State-affiliated media. They frequently describe homosexuals and homosexuality on 

official platforms as “lower than animals”, “savagery”, “subhuman”, “corrupt”, “diseased”, 

“western” and “Zionist”. 

For those who challenge the system, the risks are even greater. Expressions of homosexuality 

in public or on social media are similarly penalized under Articles 639 and 640, with 

imprisonment, flogging, and fines. In extreme cases, individuals may face charges under 

Article 279 for “corruption on earth” which involves death penalty. In 2022, two women who 

had advocated for the rights and dignity of LGBTIQ+ people were charged with “corruption 

on earth” and subsequently sentenced to death. Although the Supreme Court overturned their 

death sentences, and their lives were saved as a result of an intense global campaign, the spectre 

of such harsh punishments continues to loom over LGBTIQ+ activists. 

A journalist who moved from Iran in 2016 and covered human rights violations recalled: "Once 

my sexuality was exposed, I became an even bigger target. I knew I could be imprisoned at any 

moment." This testimony underscores the double vulnerability of LGBTIQ+ individuals who 

engage in activism, as they are persecuted not only for their identities but also for their 

advocacy. Similarly, a non-binary respondent who moved from Iran in 2017 highlighted the 

impossibility of legal recognition: "Iran’s laws see people like me as criminals. There was no 

way for me to legally change my identity, access gender-affirming healthcare, or even live 

freely. I was constantly at risk of arrest." This testimony exemplifies the intersection of legal 

erasure and criminalization, which forces many gender-nonconforming individuals to flee. 

● Non-binary person (2017): 
 "Iran’s laws see people like me as criminals. There was no way for me to legally change 
my identity, access gender-affirming healthcare, or even live freely. I was constantly at risk 
of arrest." 
 

http://6rang.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Official-Hate-Speech-against-LGBT-People-in-Iran.pdf
http://6rang.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Official-Hate-Speech-against-LGBT-People-in-Iran.pdf
https://6rang.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/6Rang-Submission-to-the-FFMI-Offical-Hate-Speach-15012025.pdf
https://6rang.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/6Rang-Submission-to-the-FFMI-Offical-Hate-Speach-15012025.pdf
https://www.amnesty.ie/good-news-zahra/
https://www.amnesty.ie/good-news-zahra/
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● LGBT journalist (2016): 
 "As a journalist covering human rights violations, I faced additional scrutiny. Once my 
sexuality was exposed, I became an even bigger target. I knew I could be imprisoned at any 
moment." 
 

● Activist (2015): 
 "Even after leaving Iran, I was tracked for my activism. Iranian authorities monitor LGBT 
activists abroad, making it unsafe for us even outside the country." 

 

Societal Discrimination and Violence 

The criminalisation of same-sex relationships and non-conforming gender expressions, 

coupled with pervasive hate speech, effectively excludes LGBTIQ+ individuals from legal 

protection against SOGIESC-based violence. In such situation, Filing a formal complaint 

requires victims to disclose their identity, which not only exposes them to further risks but 

could also lead to their own criminalisation. As a result, perpetrators, regardless of the severity 

of their actions, enjoy absolute impunity.  

Beyond the law, family and societal violence serve as powerful drivers of forced displacement. 

The 6Rang survey found that 77% of respondents had experienced violence, often from their 

own families. Many reported being subjected to forced conversion therapy, honor-based 

violence, and coerced marriages. 

A lesbian respondent who moved from Iran in 2023 recounted: "My family saw my sexuality 

as a disgrace. They tried to force me into a marriage, and when I refused, I was beaten and 

locked in my home. I knew I had to escape before it was too late." This testimony illustrates 

the convergence of gender oppression and homophobia, where family honor dictates extreme 

measures against non-heteronormative members. 

Similarly, a gay man who moved from Iran in 2023 shared: "I was aware of my sexual identity 

from the age of 10. Growing up, I faced continuous bullying and threats. Once I became an 

adult, the state and my family both posed a danger to me. Leaving was my only option." His 

story shows the cumulative nature of discrimination, where state and social pressures escalate 

over time, culminating in forced migration. 
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For many, forced medical intervention exacerbates these threats. A bisexual respondent who 

moved from Iran in 2018 described state and religious pressures to conform: "I was forced into 

conversion therapy multiple times. The government, religious authorities, and even mental 

health professionals collaborated to ‘cure’ me. I lived in fear until I fled." This experience 

demonstrates the institutionalization of psychological abuse, where medical and religious 

authorities enforce heteronormativity under threat of punishment. 

● Transgender man (2019): 
 "In Iran, I was not recognized as a transgender man. I had no legal documents matching my 
identity, and my family refused to acknowledge me. The constant threats, lack of healthcare, 
and societal rejection made it impossible for me to stay." 
 

● LGBT activist (2015): 
 "I was an activist working on LGBT issues. I was arrested and repeatedly threatened with 
imprisonment for ‘corruption on earth’ and ‘spreading immorality.’ Eventually, I had no 
choice but to leave." 
 

● Lesbian woman (2023): 
 "As a lesbian, I faced severe abuse from my family. They tried to force me into marriage, and 
when I refused, I was locked in my home and beaten. No law protected me, so I had to escape." 
 

● Gay man (2023): 
 "I was aware of my sexual identity from the age of 10. Growing up, I faced continuous 
bullying and threats. Once I became an adult, the state and my family both posed a danger to 
me. Leaving was my only option." 
 

● Bisexual individual (2018): 
 "I was forced into conversion therapy multiple times. The government, religious authorities, 
and even mental health professionals collaborated to ‘cure’ me. I lived in fear until I fled." 

 

Challenges in Transit Countries 

For those who flee Iran, transit countries often replicate patterns of discrimination and violence. 

76% (19/25) of respondents reported significant challenges in transit countries such as Turkey, 

where they faced police violence, economic exploitation, and legal precarity. Many reported 

hiding their identities out of fear of deportation or further persecution. 

A gay refugee who moved from Iran in 2017 and lived in Turkey recounted: "I spent 1.5 years 

in Turkey, and it was a nightmare. The authorities didn’t care about my rights, and I faced 
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racism and homophobia daily. Many of us were forced into hiding." His experience 

demonstrates the failure of international asylum systems to provide immediate protection for 

LGBT refugees. 

Even those who have resettled in a safe country continue to be haunted by the lasting impacts 

of trauma, struggling with mental and psychosocial health issues while also navigating the 

challenges of the immigration system. 

● Gay refugee in Turkey (2017): 
 "I spent 1.5 years in Turkey, and it was a nightmare. The authorities didn’t care about my 
rights, and I faced racism and homophobia daily. Many of us were forced into hiding." 
 

● Lesbian woman in Turkey (2023): 
 "I lived in Turkey for three months in complete secrecy, waiting for my asylum request. LGBT 
refugees are not safe there—many are arrested or harassed by both civilians and the police." 
 

● Bisexual man in Dubai (2023): 
 "I first went to Dubai, but I had to leave quickly. It was no safer than Iran, and I faced legal 
threats and discrimination at every turn." 

● Trans woman in Iraqi Kurdistan (2018): 
 "I fled to Kurdistan, but the situation there was just as bad. LGBT refugees are treated as 
criminals, and I was constantly in danger." 

● Refugee in Germany (2024): 
 "Even after reaching Germany, I faced hostility. Some asylum officers questioned why I was 
persecuted. It was retraumatizing to prove my identity repeatedly." 
 

● Queer asylum seeker in Greece (2019): 
 "As a queer refugee in Greece, I was finally given legal protection, but the social 
discrimination continued. Many of us are isolated because we don’t have support systems." 
 

● Gay man in the U.S. (2017): 
 "After arriving in the U.S., I finally had rights. But I still struggle with the trauma of my past. 
Many of us need psychological support after what we’ve endured." 

 

Inability to Return to Iran 

All 25 respondents stated that they cannot return to Iran due to the high risk of arrest, 

imprisonment, physical violence, and execution. Many cited ongoing surveillance by Iranian 

authorities, criminal charges, and past imprisonment for LGBT-related activism. One 
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respondent explained: "I cannot even apply for an Iranian passport under my actual identity. I 

was never legally registered as a man, and without an Iranian passport, I cannot return to my 

country." Another noted: "Due to my activism in LGBTQ+ rights and my opposition to the 

Islamic Republic, I will be executed if I return. My charges already include ‘corruption on 

earth’ just because of my identity and advocacy." 

Others expressed fear of family retaliation: "My entire family knows I am a lesbian. If I return, 

they will cooperate with the authorities to ensure I am either arrested or killed to restore their 

honor." Another respondent added: "I was summoned to court multiple times in Iran. I ignored 

the summons, but I now have an arrest warrant. If I return, I will be detained at the airport." 

State Surveillance Beyond Borders 

For many, escaping Iran does not mean escaping its government. 48% (12/25) of respondents 

reported continued threats from the Iranian state, even in exile. Iranian authorities actively 

monitor, intimidate, and spread misinformation about LGBT activists abroad. 

A trans activist who moved from Iran in 2023 and now lives in exile explained: "Even outside 

Iran, I have to be careful. Iranian state media calls us traitors, they spread lies about us, and we 

receive constant online threats. The Iranian government does not forget." This highlights the 

transnational nature of Iranian repression, where surveillance and harassment extend beyond 

the country’s borders. 

● Trans activist in exile (2023): 
 "Even outside Iran, I am not safe. Iranian state media spreads lies about LGBT activists, 
calling us ‘traitors’ and ‘Western spies.’ They try to discredit our work, and we receive 
threats regularly." 
 

● Bisexual refugee in Germany (2023): 
 "My partner and I still face online threats from Iranian state actors. They track activists 
abroad and try to intimidate us into silence." 
 

● Lesbian asylum seeker (2018): 
 "Many of us are forced into low-paying jobs and isolation even in host countries. The 
asylum process is exhausting, and the discrimination does not fully end after fleeing Iran." 
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Conclusion 

The 6Rang survey, combined with findings from previous research, provides compelling 

evidence of the systematic persecution of LGBTIQ+ individuals in Iran as the primary driver 

of their displacement, as well as the ongoing risks they face throughout their journey. The 

testimonies illustrate that legal criminalization, social violence, and transnational repression 

create a cycle of forced migration that does not end upon fleeing Iran.  


